
 
 

Nomadic or Homeless – People in Danger 
An exhibition from May 17, to August 26, 2018 at the Écomusée du fier monde 

 
 

Montreal, Tuesday April 24, 2018.- Through the work of artist André Michel, the exhibition Nomadic or 
Homeless – People in Danger takes on issues related to Indigenous homelessness in Montreal. For the 
last 45 years, the painter André Michel has been raising awareness of past and present Indigenous 
ways of life by exhibiting his work across the world. In more recent years, he has been particularly 
interested in certain Indigenous persons in the city who face urban homelessness. The exhibition is on 
display from May 17 to August 26, 2018, at the Écomusée du fier monde. 
 
A social commitment 
After having spent time alongside the Indigenous nomads of 
Nitassinan (ancestral land of the Innu situated in Eastern Canada), 
André Michel makes a project of going out to meet “city-dwelling 
Indigenous nomads.” The process of industrialization and urbanization 
created new types of nomadic lifestyles in the city. It is no longer about 
forest and river nomads who know every inch of their territory, but 
those who fled difficult situations in their communities (problems 
related to family, dropping out of school, mental health, abuse, and 
violence) in hopes of finding something better in the city.  
 
Through his red chalk drawings and paintings André Michel invites us 
to examine the realities of Indigenous urban homelessness. His 
portraits have the power to both engage and disturb us; carried out 
with the assent of his models, they offer an eloquent glimpse of our 
society. An exhibition that will not leave anyone indifferent! 
 
André Michel 
Born in Avignon, France in 1945, André Michel travels across Europe before coming to exhibit in 
Montreal for the first time in 1970. Now recognized throughout the world, André Michel is an engaged 
artist. His art has but one goal: to give back to Indigenous peoples their cultural pride and the collective 
power to change history. 
 
History and community museum 
The Écomusée du fier monde is a history museum that promotes grassroots involvement. You are 
invited to explore little known facets of Montréal culture. Discover the daily life of the working class and 
follow the inspiring journeys of grassroots groups. Visit the Écomusée exhibitions and the former 
Généreux public bath, a magnificent example of 1920s architecture. 

 

Écomusée du fier monde Hours         Fees 
2050, Amherst Street  Wednesday: 11 am to 8 pm      Adult: $8 
Corner of Ontario  Thursday/Friday: 9:30 am to 4 pm     Student/Senior/Child over 6: $6 
Berri-UQAM Metro   Saturday/Sunday: 10:30 am to 5 pm     Family (2 adults, 3 children): $16 
    July and August, Thursday/Friday: 9:30 am to 5 pm 

Information: 514 528-8444 | ecomusee.qc.ca 
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Œuvres d’André Michel, 2017 

Image : La Maison amérindienne 
 



 
 
 

André Michel, artist 
Biography 

 
 

Born in Avignon, France in 1945, André Michel attends the fine arts school in his hometown, where he 
places first in three consecutive years (1958-1960). Invited to exhibit in Montreal in 1970, he takes the 
opportunity to visit Canada and resides at Sept-Îles for 18 years. 
He spends a great deal of time alongside the nomadic Indigenous peoples in Nitassinan (northern 
coastal territory shared by the Innu, Naskapi, and Cree). Painter and landscape artist, he is practically 
“adopted” by the Innu and offers us magnificent portraits and scenes of daily life. 
 
An engaged artist 
 
André Michel understood how to make the most of museum 
institutions to support his message and ensure a certain 
permanence.  
In 1975, he founds the Musée de Sept-Îles at the Vieux 
Poste de traite (the old Hudson Bay trading post), the seed 
of the Musée régional de la Côte Nord which he will 
inaugurate ten years later. In 1991, a few years after settling 
in Mont-Saint-Hillaire, he founds the Musée des beaux-arts, 
which officially opens in 1995—the same year that the 
Fondation Usket-André-Michel is created, whose goal is to 
help raise awareness of First Nations. It is by way of this 
foundation that he undertakes another major project: La 
Maison amérindienne, which he manages voluntarily for a 
few years. 
 
André Michel often led the charge among municipal elected officials in his efforts to improve the quality 
of life of artists in Mont-Saint-Hilaire and to increase financing for culture. La Maison amérindienne is a 
good example of his vision for our society—a place for people to come together and share; it is the only 
multi-nation museum located outside the Indigenous community. André Michel is also the National 
Director of Artistes pour la Paix. 
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André Michel dans son atelier, 2017 

 



 

 
 

Nomadic or Homeless – People in Danger 

La Maison amérindienne 
 
 

The Nomadic or Homeless – People in Danger exhibition is a production of La Maison amérindienne. 
Located in Mont-Saint-Hilaire, La Maison amérindienne is a multi-nation space recognized as a social 
economy cultural enterprise. Offering various museum, environmental, agricultural and food-related 
activities, it is a place for people to come together and share. 
 
 
A unique beginning 

La Maison amérindienne was created with private funding 
by the Fondation Ushket-André-Michel, whose goal was to 
help raise awareness of First Nations. The painter Jean-
Paul Riopelle was one of the major contributors to this 
social project. The board of directors is made up exclusively 
of Indigenous peoples from various nations. Inaugurated in 
2000, the site of La Maison amérindienne offers a window 
into various facets of Indigenous culture in Québec and 
Canada. 
 
The initiators of the Fondation were inspired by the social 
commitment of the ethnographic painter and sculptor André Michel, recognized across the world for his 
body of work, his museum undertakings, and his long-standing involvement among Indigenous 
communities.  
 
Permanent exhibition 
Recognized by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada as a national reference in maple 
products for the origin of maple sugaring, La Maison amérindienne presents “De l'eau... à la bouche”—a 
permanent exhibition that reveals how Indigenous peoples discovered the use of sugar maple sap long 
before the arrival of Europeans.  
 
Temporary exhibitions 
Five to six temporary exhibitions are presented each year. They are designed to introduce contemporary 
Indigenous and Métis artists to help establish a dialogue through an aesthetic approach. They also serve 
to raise awareness of the social context of Indigenous people today. 
 
 

Écomusée du fier monde Hours         Fees 
2050, Amherst Street  Wednesday: 11 am to 8 pm      Adult: $8 
Corner of Ontario  Thursday/Friday: 9:30 am to 4 pm     Student/Senior/Child over 6: $6 
Berri-UQAM Metro   Saturday/Sunday: 10:30 am to 5 pm     Family (2 adults, 3 children): $16 
    July and August, Thursday/Friday: 9:30 am to 5 pm 

Information: 514 528-8444 | ecomusee.qc.ca 
 

- 30 - 
 

 
Information: Florentine Duchange | 514 528-8444 | communications@ecomusee.qc.ca 
Source: Écomusée du fier monde 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
For immediate distribution 

 

 
Crédit photo : La Maison amérindienne  

de Mont-Saint-Hilaire 
 


