
 
 

Zïlon and the Montreal Underground 
 

An exhibition from June 26, to September 1, 2019 at the Écomusée du fier monde 
 
 

Montreal, Tuesday April 23, 2019.- Underground culture in the 1980s had a significant impact on the 
cultural development of Montreal and Quebec. The exhibition looks back on this era through the 
evolution of the work of Zïlon, his collaborations with other notable artists, and the various emblematic 
and alternative spaces that bore witness to his art, from the Gay Village to the Quartier des Spectacles. 
The exhibition is on display from June 26 to September 1, 2019, at the Écomusée du fier monde. 
 
A multidisciplinary movement 
The Montreal underground that emerges in the 1970s is 
characterized by improvisation, multidisciplinary work, and 
performance art: music, dance, theatre, visual arts. Many 
recognized artists came out of this movement and went on to 
contribute to the modernization of Quebecois culture and its 
current state of flourishing. Zïlon is both a precursor and a 
witness – a fundamentally multidisciplinary artist who is deeply 
rooted in the history of the Centre-Sud.   
 
 
Through artifacts, works of art, photos, videos, press materials, the exhibition explores the Montreal 
underground of the 1980s through numerous themes: the evolution of the work of Zïlon, his 
collaborations with notable artists from various disciplines, technological advancements that encourage 
multidisciplinary work, emblematic alternative spaces linked to the underground movement, and finally 
the Gay Village as a space for alternative and engaged artistic creation. 
 
Zïlon  
An emblematic figure of the Montreal underground, Zïlon is a self-taught and versatile artist. He has 
been making his mark since the 1970s through faces drawn at random in various public spaces. Playing 
with medium and technology – and often infusing his music into the process – Zïlon has continued to 
reinvent his work through the years. His are the thousand and one faces of human struggle against 
anxiety and inner demons. His works are part of numerous collections across the world. 
 
History and community museum 
The Écomusée du fier monde is a history museum that promotes grassroots involvement. You are 
invited to explore little known facets of Montréal culture. Discover the daily life of the working class and 
follow the inspiring journeys of grassroots groups. Visit the Écomusée exhibitions and the former 
Généreux public bath, a magnificent example of 1920s architecture. 

 
Écomusée du fier monde Hours         Fees 
2050, Amherst Street  Wednesday: 11 am to 8 pm      Adult: $8 
Corner of Ontario  Thursday/Friday: 9:30 am to 5 pm     Student/Senior/Child over 6: $6 
Berri-UQAM Metro   Saturday/Sunday: 10:30 am to 5 pm     Family (2 adults, 3 children): $16 
     

Information: 514 528-8444 | ecomusee.qc.ca 
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Zïlon  
Biography 

 
 
 
A self-taught urban artist, Zïlon has been making his mark since the 1970s through faces drawn at 
random in a slew of public locations. He has endeavoured for 40 years to bring a poetic and human face 
to this city, to strip away the mundane. His now local and international renown has in no way diminished 
his fervor and bite, however, nor his genuineness and generosity. 
 
A versatile artist 
Mingling mediums and technologies, often blending his music with 
the process, Zïlon's works have continued to evolve over the 
years. They are the thousand and one faces of the human being 
struggling to overcome anguish and demons.  
 
Transcending generations and borders, Zïlon’s ability to constantly 
reinvent himself coupled with his tremendous versatility have 
established him as a major artist for over 40 years. With more 
than fifty exhibitions to his name, his works have been showcased 
in numerous major cities around the world, including New York, 
Paris and London.  
 
Zïlon has explored the world of comics, made film storyboards, 
posters for festivals and shows, decorated venues, and painted 
frescoes for theatre and cinema. He has even inspired a perfume. 
Zïlon has as well collaborated on projects with a number of great artists such as Gilles Carle, Wajdi 
Mouawad, Robert Lepage, Jacques Languirand and Claude Péloquin. His twelve works created live at 
the major Festival de Jazz event in 2005 during DJ Champion's show (broadcast on TV5) fascinated and 
impressed a wide audience.  
 
True to his early days on the street, Zïlon is keen to ensure that his work remains accessible to as many 
people as possible and evermore strives to interact with the public. He experiments with new ways to 
encourage people to react and even get involved in his work. Dedicated to his art but also to helping his 
fellow man, Zïlon has created works for the benefit of several organizations that work with people living 
with HIV/AIDS as well as those who help children, among others. 
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Zïlon and the Montreal Underground 
His personal and collaborative projects 

 
 

 
The Montreal Underground emerged in the 1970s and 1980s as a result of strong influences from similar 
artistic movements elsewhere in the world, notably in London and New York. The so-called Underground 
was largely characterized by improvisation together with performance and multidisciplinary art: music, 
dance, theatre and visual arts all intermingled and coexisted spontaneously. 
 
The exhibition traces the evolution of this movement through various stages in Zïlon's career. Thus, it 
begins with his first works where the various tools with which he experimented in his youth, during 
performances at the Galerie Véhicule Art for example, are displayed alongside. Photos and videos 
likewise reveal his activities in a number of alternative locations, from the Centre-Sud to the Quartier des 
Spectacles, as well as the "graffiti cocktails" held in tunnels or other abandoned Montreal locations. 
 
Zïlon had his first solo exhibit in the 1980s; also the time of bustling bars and nightclubs and the heyday 
of New Wave. Zïlon left his mark on city walls but also performed in many places and created murals, 
including the monumental one adorning Bar Business. The era also saw the birth of the Montreal Gay 
Village, which for Zïlon, as well as for many others, was a place of freedom and acceptance conducive 
to creation and solidarity. Several works and posters from this period are also on display. 
 
In the 1990s, several Quebec companies and artists gave performance and multidisciplinary art a 
distinct flair that significantly contributed to Quebec's international reputation. The exhibition presents 
several collaborations in music, film and theatre, illustrated by drawings, posters and photographs of 
murals and decors created for various projects with artists such as Wajdi Mouawad and Robert Lepage. 
 
Finally, an increased awareness of multidisciplinary work had been spurred by the widespread use of 
tools available to artists, from personal video cameras to Polaroid devices to electronic tablets. Several 
items related to virtual works created during the Symphony marking Montreal’s 375th anniversary will be 
on display. Today, Zïlon's art is being transposed into video games with his recent participation in 
Ubisoft's Far Cry. 
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